
EARTHQUAKE'S DEATH

ROLL COUNTS NEAR

T0 100,000 VICTIMS

Messages Bring News of Undreamed
Carnage Throughout Devastated

District and Hourly Extent
Of Slaughter Grows.

My Associated Press.
ROME, Dec. 29. One hundred thousand man, women and children re

dead; Messina, Sicily, Kegglo and a score of towns In southern Italy are
annihilated; tha entire Calabrian region is laid waste; that Is the earth
quake's appalling record so far as at present is known from the reports
coming into Roma very slowly, owing to the almost complete destruction
of all lines of communication.

Tito death lint in Messina is any-whe-

from 12,000 to 50,000, and in
Hcggio, which witn its ndjncont vll-Ing- e,

numbers 15,000, almost the en-

tire imputation.
Al: 'I'nlmi 1000 jorsons arc reported

dead; at Cnssano, 1,000; nt Cosenui
500, half the population, and at Bag-ji.-in- i

about 1,000.
The Montcleon region Ih devastated,

mil Kiposa, Seminarn, Han Glovanl,
Kcillii, Lnzzaro, Cannitcllo ami all oth-

ers communities and villages in tho

straits are in ruins.
The king and queen of Italy are on

their way to Messina, having sailed
onight from Naples nboprd the bat-

tleship VIclorio Emmanuel.
The popu has shown tho grontcst dis-

tress over the calamity, and himself
was the first to contribute, giving a
sum amounting to $200,000 for tho re-

lief of tho afflicted.
IlrViish, French and Russian war-

ships arc steaming toward the south
and already several ships of Great
Britain and Hussla have performed
lie role ecrvico in the work of rescue.

It is feared many foreigners havo
been killed, as a number of hotels in

Mossina and doubtloss other places
were crowded with tourists.

Mttlo is known of tho fnto of tho
diplomatic representatives of tho pow-

ers at theso posts, although tho Italian
government is using every effort to

relieve the anxiety felt on this ac-

count.
The grnvest dnnger is pestilence

may follow tho destruction of tho

town", because on account of tho vast
havoc tne bodies will Ho unburied for
dnjs and possibly weeks.

Those who escaped death, many of

them badly Injured, aro making their
way by thousands to tho nearest places

of "refuge. Their sufferings oven now

must be intense, as they aro without

food and clothing.
The strait at Mossinn was shaken

and twisted hv tho earthquakes, for
marl acre report that tho cnannci is

nl'ered beyond recognition.
Ports anil vlllnges on both tho con-

tinental and Sicilian ddes aro wrecked,

inundated, and nil light houses along

tho coast aro swallowed up. Naviga-

tion is now dangerous, and in somo

places Impossible.
Tho seaport of Kegglo Ih reported as

ao longer oxlstlug, and the city propor

is in ruins.
Tho loss of llfo on both aides of tho

strait, and in eastern Sicily is enor-

mous.
Starving, bleeding from injuries and

almost insane from tho terrifying
Messina's survivors aro (Ire-in- cr

In all directions.
The spectaclo presented by tho ruin

ed seaport Is described as terrifying,
Tumbling buildings both killed and
mutilated many. Hundreds Injured

and imnriBoncd In tno wreckage wore

abandoned to their fate by Alio ileelng

populace.
Ono survivor said: '.'The earth

seemed suddenly to drop and then turn
violently on its axis. Tho whnlo pop

illation was practically preclpitatod
from tho houses when thoy wore rent
in twnin and pooplo were spun nround

like tops as hoy ran through the
streets. 'Many fell and wcro crushed

to death, and othor. bowlldorod, tooK

rofugo for breath Insido tho tottering

walls, whoro they won mot tho fato or

their companions."
Tho sailors and marines of tlio K"9

sinn nnd Hritlsh squadrons disombark

d at Messina nnd performed coura

geous acts, roscuing tho injured and

removing tho wounded.
A largo number of survivors wcro

transferred to tho warships. These

wcro transformed into groat floating

'hospitals.

Steamers with doctors, druggists,
firemen nnd workmen arrived nt Mes-

sina from Catania and otocr points.
Special dispatches from Catania con-

firm the destruction of Hcggio nnd re-

port the situation as bad, if not worse,
than that of Messinn.

Relief fundi havo already stnrtcd
and a hundred ships and trains nro on
tho way carrying supplies and rein-

forcements to tho south.
Immediately after the quake sailors

from tho Italian torpedo boat Sappho
landed officers and men and Italian
and Ilritlsh steamers also sent men
nshnre.

Many prisoners in tno jail escnped
and looted right nnd left. Hundreds
were engaged in robbing banks and
business houses.

Vandalism of tho worst kind lias
broken out nnd the government has
Instituted strict measures. Robbers
and looters arc being shot.

Tho prison nt Messina collapsed.
Somo of tho prisoners wcro killed but
tho survivors have joined the vandals.
There is confusion nnd no resistance,
as the local chief of pollco is dead in

tho ruins of hU office. Tho barracks
at1 Messina is demolished and tho com-mnnd-

killed with many of tho en

listed men.
Tho government has sent (Icncral

I'eirrcra do Cosiatti to bo in full

bery,

ror,

tion. only dead

rescue them.
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reigns, leaving to Imagination the o of tho disaster, is crowded with
rible havoc. refugees, and a continuous stream of

When day dawned the entire snore fugitives is ruining in. Tho sight of
lino had clanged in appearance. All I the wooded nag so alarmed tho popu
tho magnificent houses nrc tottering Nation It is becoming uncontrollable.
rins, from which issue jets of smoko Thorp is no longer any plnoo for rofu
and flame. gees to find shelter.

Subscriptions were oponcd nnd head- - Cardinal Francisco Nnva 1)1 Ilontife,
ed by the king with a donation of four nrcbhlshop of Catania, has employed
hundred thousand dollars. all the money in his possession to pro- -

The premier received n telegram 1 vide bread for the refugees.
from Messina stating tho city was en-

tirely destroyed, llnmcs completing the
work of tne earthquake.

"Tho disaster exceeds wildest imag-

ination," It asserted.
The volcano Stromboli is active and

tho seas nround the island nro agitat-
ed and dangerous for navigation.

.Many survivors nt Mntanln, Sicily,
who have temporarily lost their rea
son, glare nt questioners and murmur
incoherently nnd ceaselessly, "Messi
na is destroyed."

It Is said Messina is still blazing
despite a torrential downpour of rain.

News from tho outlying districts in
Calndcrla say that 35 towns and vil
la ires havo been wiped out. nnd the
number of victims in
alono is .10,000.
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